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REPORT 

for  the  year  ended  December,  1937, 
on  Public  Health  Matters  in  the 
Rural  District  of  Mere  and  Tisburv 


This  Kural  Area  situated  in  the  south-west  corner  of 
Wiltshire  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one,  in  which  a  good  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  milk  production  and  breeding  or 
rearing  cattle  or  sheep  and  to  a  less  extent  in  arable  farming. 
Large  tracts  of  the  district  are  downland. 


There  ate  two  stone  quarries  in  the  area  and  numerous 
small  works. 


The  area  is  on  the  whole  a  moderately  prosperous  one 
there  being  always  a  good  demand  for  labour  and  though  the  farm 
worker  is  poor  financial  demands  on  him  are  comparitively  low  and 
there  is  little  unrelieved  distress. 


Special  trade  diseases  are  seldom  found. 


Mere  and  Tisbury  is  built  up  of  26  parishes  which  appoint 
26  district  councillors  to  the  District  Council  which  meets  monthly 
either  in  Mere  or  in  Tisbury  presided  over  by  a  chairman  and 
vice-chairman. 


The  area  in  Acres  is  71,319. 
The  population  is  10,470. 


There  are  3,239  inhabited  houses  of  which  the  greater 
proportion  are  working  class. 


The  rateable  value  of  the  District  is  £39,720  so  that  a 
penny  rate  yields  approximately  £”171. 


2 


Vital  Statistics  to  December,  1937. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

M. 

F. 

143 

77 

66 

Birth  rate  per  1000 

2 

1 

1 

of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

13.8 

Still  Births  6  3  3  rate  per  1000  total 

(live  &  still)  births 
40 

Deaths  167  78  89  Death  rate  per  1000 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
15.9 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ; — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 


Deaths 

0 

0 

0 


Rate  per  1000  total 
lire  and  still  births 
0 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  55 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  56 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  0 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  22 

,,  ,,  Measles  ,,  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1 


There  were  no  diseases  associated  with  childbirth  and  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  not  a  single 
death  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  (excluding  pneumonia  and 
tuberculosis). 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
M  ortality,  Maternal  Death-rates  and 
Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 


England  and  Wales,  London,  125 
Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller 
Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 
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Births  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live 

13.8 

13.9 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

Still 

0.57 

0.51 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

Deaths  :  — 

All  causes 

15.9 

12.6 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

Typhoid  and  | 

Paratyphoid  fevers  ) 

.00 

.00 

0.00 

0,01 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  cough . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.06 

0.07 

0  08 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.47 

0.18 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

Violence 

0.57 

— 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

2.3 

1  59 

2  33 

2.56 

2.42 

Diphtheria 

0.29 

0.76 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

Enteric  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0  05 

0  06 

0.04 

Erysipelas 

0.29 

0.19 

0  37 

0  43 

0.34 

Pneumonia 

0.67 

0.19 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  . 

55 

50.2 

58 

62 

55 

and  Enteritis  under  [ 
2  years  of  age  i 

6.0 

4.5 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.97) 

Not  available 

Others 

0  00 

9.00 

2.26  r 

Total 

0.00 

9.00 

3.23 ' 

| 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Rate  per  1,090  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  &  Still) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.94) 

Others 

0.00 

8.8 

8.8 

Not  available 

Total 

0.00 

3.11  ' 

Notifications  :  — 

Puerperal  fever  .  .  \ 
Puerperal  pvrexia  ) 

13.2 

13.2 

1 3  93 

17.59 

11  52 

The  Comparability  Factor  is  0  75 
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Details  of  Public  Health  Service  in  the  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  spends  his  whole  time  in  Public  Health 
Work,  being  Medical  Officer  for  the  Neighbouring  Rural  District  of 
Salisbury  and  Wilton  and  for  Wilton  Borough.  His  qualifications 
are  Batchelor  of  Science  (Honours  Degree)  of  St.  Andrew’s ; 
Batchelor  of  Medicine  and  of  Surgery ;  Diploma  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  England  in  Public  Health; 
Certificate  of  Tropical  Medicine  and  Hygiene,  London,  etc. 

There  is  a  fully  qualified  sanitary  inspector  who  is  an 
Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  who  holds  the  Meat 
Inspectors  Certificate. 

Other  Officers— SVlid wives. 

There  are  Midwives  throughout  the  District  who  devote  part 
of  their  time  to  this  area  and  part  to  County  Council  work.  They 
also  act  as  School  nurses.  They  are  responsible  to  an  Association 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Wilts  County  Nursing  Association. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  nurses  as  above  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Nursing-  Association. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examination  of  swabs,  water  analysis,  and  other  bacterio¬ 
logical  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Greville  Laboratory  in  Salisbury 
Infirmary.  The  Laboratory  is  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  examination  of  Milk  Samples. 

Hospital  Services  and  Ambulance  facilities  available  for  the 
District. 

These  are  unchanged  from  last  year  and  are  quite  adequate 
for  the  district’s  needs.  Treatment  of  any  kind  is  easily  obtained, 
therefore  a  detailed  report  may  be  omitted  this  year. 

Provision  of  New  Water  Supply. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  public  water  supply  at 
Donhead  St.  Mary  was  well  on  the  way  to  completion.  The  source 
is  from  underground  springs  and  the  water  is  then  conveyed  by 
iron  pipes  to  an  automatic  pumping  set,  the  two  pumps  throwing 
each  1 ,500  gallons  per  hour.  Supply  is  by  gravitation  from  a  resevoir 
to  the  parish  of  Donhead  St.  Mary  and  to  part  of  Donhead  St. 
Andrew. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  three  systems  maintained  by  the  District  Council 

(1)  .Mere  Main  and  Subsidiary  (2)  Tisbury  (3)  Hindoo 

(la)  M  ere  Main  Works. 

Here  the  main  problem  is  the  large  amount  of  storm  water 
which  gains  access  to  the  sewers  during  heavy  rain,  giving  a  bulk 
of  fluid  flowing  at  a  rate  which  makes  efficient  filtration  extremely 
difficult.  As  far  as  possible  without  incurring  the  enormous  cost  of 
relaying  sewers  this  is  being  dealt  with  in  the  best  possible  manner, 
A  new  small  filter  was  put  in  last  year  and  the  amount  of 
filter  medium  in  the  tanks  was  increased  this  year. 

The  sewage,  though  not  yet  up  to  standard,  is  very  weak 
and  is  being  discharged  into  a  large  sized  stream.  However, 
further  attempts  will  be  made  at  improvement  during  the  coming 
year  when  the  question  of  staff  is  decided. 

(lb)  Mere  Subsidiary  Works. 

For  some  years  past  these  small  works  had  been  overloaded 
and  the  analysis  of  the  effluent  has  gradually  got  worse. 

Last  year  the  old  filter  was  replaced  by  a  new  one  and  a 
satisfactory  result  again  obtained. 

(2)  Tisbury  Works. 

These  were  unfortunately  sampled  while  the  process  of 
cleansing  was  going  on  last  year  and  what  was  probably  an  unde¬ 
served  critism  given  to  them.  The  works  are  and  have  been  for 
some  years  efficient. 

(2b)  United  Dairies,  Semley. 

The  usual  satisfactory  effluent  was  got  from  these  works. 

(3)  Hindon  Works. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  there  is  no  effluent  at  all 
from  these  works,  the  sewage  being  taken  up  by  the  soak-pit,  etc. 

During  storm  periods  the  large  amount  of  storm  water  which 
is  added  to  the  sewage  does  give  rise  to  the  possibility  of  some 
sewage  being  washed  down  the  overflow  into  the  ditch.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  ditch  is  a  long  one  and  the  possibility  of 
river  pollution  very  remote  indeed.  There  have  been  no  complaints 
during  the  past  year  about  the  state  of  the  ditch  excepting  from  the 
County  Council.  Upon  re-examination  by  the  complaining  officer 
and  myself,  the  ditch  was  found  to  be  dry,  with  no  trace  of  recent 
pollution  or  smell.  The  officer  promised  to  amend  his  report  in 
accordance  with  the  facts  but,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  not  done 
so. 


Scavenging. 

Seven  parishes  in  this  District  have  organised  quarterly 
Collections  of  house  refuse.  Unfortunately  there  are  many  difficul¬ 
ties  to  be  overcome  before  a  single  general  scheme  could  be 
introduced. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

iVlilk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Daring  the  year  many  visits  and  re-visits,  186  in  all,  were 
paid  to  cowsheds,  every  case  being  followed  up  till  a  satisfactory 
result  was  obtained.  In  addition- to  these  visits  many  more  sheds 
about  which  the  veterinary  inspector  passed  on  information  while 
examining  the  cows,  were  brought  up  to  the  mark. 

The  Council  take  a  strong  line  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory 
cowsheds,  statutory  notices  being  issued  wherever  necessary. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  as  well  as  of  structural 
arrangement  is  good  and  continually  improves. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  slaughterhouses  and  other 
places  where  food  is  prepared  and  stored  was  carried  out  whenever 
possible. 

The  seven  slaughterhouses  which  are  on  the  register  were 
always  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

The  meat  slaughtered  is  of  high  quality.  During  the  past 
year  there  seems  to  have  been  a  steady  decline  in  slaughtering, 
many  of  the  retail  butchers  preferring  to  purchase  their  beef 
carcases  direct  from  a  wholesale  firm. 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  w  ere  condemned, 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed 

Beef  201bs.  Mutton  94lbs.  Pork  122lbs. 

Bakehouses. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  on  these  premises,  lime 
washing  being  carried  out  where  necessary. 

Verminous  Premises. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Verminous  premises  or  persons 
reported  upon  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Disinfection  of  Premises. 

Disinfection  of  houses  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formalin 
vapour  in  cases  of  infection  by  Scarlet  Fever,  Diptheria  and  other 
diseases  when  considered  necessarv. 

J 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  nuisance  from  this  existed  during  1937, 

Rat  Repression. 

Rat  repression  is  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  special 
efforts  were  also  made  in  rat  week,  in  this  connection  a  sum  of  £20 
was  expended  for  t lie  purchase  of  rat  poison. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


A— The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  for  all 

purposes  during  the  year  ..  ...  510 

b — Number  of  Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  served  123 

c — Result  of  the  Service  of  such  Notices  ...  115 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  45 

Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  after  Notifiable 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  22 

Premises  disinfected  after  other  diseases  ...  4 

Sets  of  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  1 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  inspections  made  of  Farms  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Number  of  new  Cowsheds  erected  ...  ...  6 

Floors  reconstructed  with  proper  drainage 

arrangements  ...  ...  .  .  35 

New  or  improved  dairy  accommodation  provided  8 

Additional  light  and  ventilation  provided  ...  13 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Premises 

Numi 

Inspections 

)er  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including 

Factory  Laundries) 

20 

3 

Nil 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries) 

14 

— 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than 

outworkers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

34 

3 

— 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces 


Num 

ber  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector 

: 

Prosecution' 

Nuisances  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts 

\  Defective 
Sanitary  / 

Accommodation  l  Not  separate 

J  for  sexes 

2 

2 

0 

O 

1 

I 

0 

0 

Totals 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Outworkers’  Premises 


No.  on  Register 

O 


Defects  found  Nil 
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1  — Inspection  of  dwelling. houses  during  the  year— 

1 — (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ..  ...  60 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  91 

2  -(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  are  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  ..  ...  47 

(b)  Number  of  i nspections  made  for  the  purpose  84 

3 —  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  ...  8 

4 —  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit 
for  human  habitat  ion  ...  ...  .  47 

2 — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  serviee 
of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
lit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  90 

t/ 

3—  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : 

a  —  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  lit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

b  —Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  •  0 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

c — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ..  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

d — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  wrhich  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergroud 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

4— Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  iV.,  Overcrowding. 

A — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(ii)  Number, of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  40 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  237 

b — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  0 

c— (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  10 

d — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  .  ..  0 

Housing  and  Rural  Workers  Acts. 

Twenty-eight  cottages  wmre  inspected  for  the  purposes 
of  re-construction  under  the  above-mentioned  Act.  Of  these, 
fourteen  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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General  Statement  on  Housing. 

During  the  past  year  steady  progress  was  made  in  dealing 
with  unfit  houses  (figures  are  given  above).  Full  advantage  is  now 
being  taken  in  the  district  of  facilities  for  reconstruction  with  grants 
under  the  Rural  Workers  Housing  Act,  and  of  cheap  loans  under 
the  Small  Dwellings  Aquisition  Act.  These  two  Acts  alone  have 
made  quite  a  considerable  difference  to  Housing  in  the  District  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  benefit  will  be  derived  from  them 
during  the  coming  year.  Most  of  the  houses  are  seen  and  advice 
given  before  application  is  made  to  the  County  Council.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  Abatement  of 
Overcrowding  Act :  here  there  is  a  small  rather  indefinite  grant 
from  the  Government  which  means  in  a  Rural  Area,  such  as  ours, 
either  a  rent  beyond  the  means  of  the  Rural  Worker  or  a  subsidy 
beyond  the  means  of  the  District  Council.  Work  in  connection 
with  the  1930  Act  is  now  nearing  completion  as  far  as  the  original 
programme  is  concerned.  There  are,  however,  a  considerable 
number  of  houses  which  at  that  time  were  border-line  cases  between 
section  17  and  19  were  repairs  have  been  systematically  ignored. 

The  new  Housing  (1936)  Act  may  be  of  advantage  to  the 
Council. 


Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). 

The  Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital  is  the  centre  for  this 
District  as  for  neighbouring  Rural  Authorities.  Complaints  as  to 
treatment  of  children  are  extremely  rare  and  deaths  are  the 
exception.  There  were  none  last  year  and  none  this  year.  The 
usual  practice,  as  being  most  suitable  to  the  district,  a  milk  pro¬ 
ducing  one,  with  cottages  of  such  a  size  that  isolation  is  virtually 
impossible,  has  been  adhered  to,  and  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  removed  to  Hospital.  Judging  from  results  this, 
combined  with  early  school  closure,  would  appear  to  be  successful. 
Bad  cases  of  measles  in  overcrowded  surroundings  or  cases  of 
pneumonia,  were  adequate  nursing  is  not  available,  are  treated  in 
like  manner  as  also  on  occasion  are  erysipelas. 
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Details  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


No.  of  Cases, 

No.  admitted  to 

No.  of  Cases, 

Disease 

1937 

Isolation  Hospital 

Death 

1936 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

21 

0 

23 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

0 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia  7 

0 

5 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

0 

0 

For  comparison  with  incidence  and  death-rate  in  other 
districts  see  table  under  Vital  Statistics. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notification  under  this  heading  gives  rise  to  no  serious 
cause  for  complaint. 


During  the  year  there  were  4  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  all  female.  The  following  table  gives  age  groups. 


Age 

Period 

New 

Respiratory 
M  F 

Cases 

Non- 

Respiratorv 
M  F 

Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratorv 
M  F  M  F 

10 

1 

1 

15 

20 

1 

1 

2 

25 

35 

1 

45 

1 

1 

55 

1 

65  and  upwards  1 

l 

1 


Totals 


9 


9 


9 
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